


Researcher
Profile

Expertise
Stochastic modelling incl. machine learning
Spatiotemporal statistics & point processes
Bayesian methodology (SMC & MCMC)
Computational statistics & software

Research focus in VistaMilk
Developing statistical/machine learning methods to impute grass growth
for farms not recording sufficient data within PastureBase Ireland in
order to increase the relevance of predictions.

Research outcomes
Circa £2.4m in research funding across 7 grants as co-investigator or
principal investigator
Main or co-author on 26 Journal articles, Sole author on 1 book
"Introduction to Regression: First Steps in Statistical Modelling"
Main contributor or sole author on 9 R packages
Supervision of 6 PhD theses
Associate Editor, Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, Series A (Statistics
in Society)
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Pasture

Ben Taylor
School of Mathematical Sciences, University College
Cork

Lecturer in Statistics

E-mail: btaylor@ucc.ie
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Researcher
Profile

Expertise
Forage breeding
Forage cultivar evaluation

Research focus in VistaMilk
Breeding improved grass, legume and herb cultivars for forage.
Developing and testing novel plant breeding methodology.
Developing and applying genetic and genomic technologies to improve
forage traits.

Research outcomes
Predictive tool to enable real-time perennial ryegrass nutrive value
analysis using harvester mounted near-infrared reflectance spectroscopy
(NIRS).
Development and application of genome based breeding approaches to
commercial perennial ryegrass breeding programmes.

Research Theme

Pasture

Patrick Conaghan
Teagasc

Research Officer

E-mail: patrick.conaghan@teagasc.ie

Forage Breeding

Phone: +353 (0)59 917 0233
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